
Word Study: Assignment 
 

 
There may be no better word family to illustrate the concept that every letter has a job than 
that of the base <sign> 
 
1. What does it mean? 
 
Assignment: A task or piece of work given to someone 
 
2. What are the letters doing? 
 
All letters represent unique sounds except the ‘g’ is a zeroed phoneme that allows the base 
‘sign’ to maintain its connection to other words in its family. 
 
3. How is it built? 
 

As + sign + ment → assignment 
 
4. What is its family? 
 
Following are words included in the family of ‘sign.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed signing signs design designer designing  
 
designed signal signals signaled signaling signature 
 
signify insignia significant significance consign 
 
cosign consignment assign assigned assignment 
 
resign resigned resigning ensign redesign  
 
signified signposts signifying designation 
 
insignificant insignificance insignificantly signaled  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
The English word ‘sign’ is 
defined as above, but the Latin 
root ‘sign’ carries the feeling of 
‘mark, token, indication, symbol. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is a great word study to 
illustrate how 1) every letter has 
a job, and 2) patterns in English 
exist in spelling instead of 
pronunciation.  There are many 
examples here of the letter ‘g’ 
being voiced as a phoneme and 
just as many example of it 
having been zeroed.  
Additionally the pronunciation 
of the ‘s’ changes across the 
family as well when considering 
words like ‘design’ and ‘resign.’ 
 
‘Significant’ is actually a 
compound word with ‘fic’ acting 
as another base and a 
connecting ‘i’ between both 
bases. 
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